if, notwithstanding all precautions, poisons should be ad-
ministered, he was to have his remedies at hand.

By the Chinese laws, if either the superintending or dis-
pensing officer, or the cook, introduces into the Emperor's
kitchen any unusual drug, or article of food, he is to be
punished with an hundred blows, and compelled to swallow
the same.

CHAPTER LXVII
A CHAPTER WHEREIN STUDENTS IN SURGERY MAY FIND SOME
FACTS WHICH WERE NEW TO THEM IN THE HISTORY OF THEIR
OWN PROFESSION
If I have more to spin,
The wheel shall go.
HERBERT
Another reproach to which the medical profession was ex-
posed arose from the preparatory studies which it required.
The natural but unreflecting sentiment of horror with
which anatomy is everywhere regarded by the populace,
was unfortunately sanctioned by the highest authorities of
the Roman Church. Absolutely necessary for the general
good as that branch of science indisputably is, it was repro-
bated by some of the Fathers in the strongest and most
unqualified terms; they called it butchering the bodies of
the dead; and all persons who should disinter a corpse for
this purpose were excommunicated by a decree of Boniface
the VIHth, wherein the science itself was pronounced
abominable both in the eyes of God and man. In addition
to this cause of obloquy, there was a notion that cruel experi-
ments, such as are now made upon animals and too often
unnecessarily, and therefore wickedly repeated, were some-
times performed upon living men. The Egyptian Phys-
ician who is believed first to have taught that the nerves are
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